POLYGAMY

If you divide suffering and dross, you may
Diminish till it is consumed away ;
If you divide pleasure and love and thought.
Each part exceeds the whole ;  and we know not
How much, while any yet remains unshared.
Of pleasure may be gained, of sorrow spared :
This truth is that deep well, whence sages draw
The unenvied light of hope ; the eternal law
By which those live, to whom this world of life
Is as a garden ravaged, and whose strife
Tills for the promise of a later birth
The wilderness of this Elysian earth.

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.

Let us hear the words of God himself, the author
of the law and the best interpreter of his own will.

2 Sam. xii. 8. I gave thee thy master's wives into thy
bosom . . . and if that had been too little, I would more-
over have given thee such and such things. Here there can
be no subterfuge. God gave him wives, he gave them
to the man whom he loved, as one among a number
of benefits; he would have given him more if these
had not been enough. ... It appears to me suf-
ficiently established by the above arguments that
polygamy is allowed by the law of God. Lest,
however, any doubt should remain, I will subjoin
abundant examples of men whose holiness renders
them fit patterns for imitation, and who are among
the lights of our faith. Foremost I place Abraham.
... I say nothing of Solomon, notwithstanding his
wisdom, because he seems to have exceeded due
bounds ; although it is not objected to him that he
had taken many wives, but that he had married
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